
*Name: Christine Wee 
*Grade Level: 3 

*State Core Music Standards (draft): 
Pr 4.2: Performing: Analyze 
Analyze the structure and content of varied musical works and their implications for 
performances. 

Pr 5.1: Performing: Rehearse, Evaluate, and Refine 
Evaluate and refine personal and ensemble performances, individually or in 
collaboration with others. 

Pr. 6.1: Performing: Present 
Perform expressively, with appropriate interpretation and technical accuracy, and in a 
manner appropriate to the audience and context. 

9.1: Responding: Evaluate 
Support evaluations of musical works and performances based on analysis, 
interpretation, and established criteria. 

11.1: Connecting: Connect #11 
Relate musical ideas and works with varied context to deepen understanding. 

*Prerequisites: Students are able to: 
* Pronounce some basic Hawaiian words for some common nouns (i.e., cat, dog). 
* Read and clap ta, ti-ti, ta-a and tum. 
* Walk to the beat (4/4). 
* Play simple rhythms on rhythm sticks. 
* Sing simple melodies using Curwen hand signs. 

*Objectives/Outcomes: 
At the end of the lesson, the students will be able to: 
1. Pronounce and sing the Hawaiian words in this traditional song from Hawaii. 
2. Speak and perform this song with body percussion - clapping and tapping. 
3. Play rhythm sticks and perform Curwen hand signs with expression and technical 

accuracy. 
4. Identify ta (quarter note), ti-ti (eighth note), ta-a (half note), and tum (dotted 

quarter note). 
5. Sing this song with ukulele accompaniment. 



*Procedures: 
Sequence
/Time

Activity Procedures Materials

Walk and Talk 

Word Game 

Transfer to 
Rhythm 
Sticks 

Section A:   

Students walk around the room while 
teacher plays the beat (4/4) on a drum and 
sings song. Repeat. Next, have students 
stand in place - teacher sings song one 
phrase at a time and claps the rhythm while 
students repeat.  Teacher now sings two 
phrases at a time, and then all four phrases, 
making sure that students enunciate the 
Hawaiian words clearly. Next, teacher sings 
song and claps the rhythm while students 
echo. Then, have students walk to the beat 
and sing while clapping the rhythm.  

Section B: 

Teacher holds up pictures of animals:  cat, 
rat, and monkey. Teacher says the Hawaiian 
name of each animal. Have students repeat. 
Teacher sings song, “CAT Popoki Make a Cat” 
while referring to the words of song posted 
on board. Teacher holds up corresponding 
picture cards during song.Teacher posts 
another word chart with the Hawaiian words 
missing. Teacher sings song and students 
sing the missing words (i.e., CAT, (popoki) 
make a cat.) 

Section C: 

Teacher sings while students tap the words 
of the song on their laps. Students now sing 
and transfer the tapping to rhythm sticks. 
Review tum (dotted quarter note), making 
sure students feel that beat.

Drum 

Pictures of 
animals 
(cat, rat, 
monkey); 
word chart 

Rhythm 
sticks



Assessment - TBD 

Teacher Talk/Reflection

Sequence
/Time

Activity Procedure Materials

Perform 
Curwen hand 
signs 

Sing with 
ukulele 
accompani-
ment

Section D: 

Have students either look at the Curwen hand 
signs posters or have them refer to their own 
handout. Review Curwen hand signs together: 
start with sol-mi and have students repeat.  
Continue to review, selecting a series of hand 
signs (i.e., sol-mi-la, mi-re-do, do-ti-do). Using 
an ukulele, pitch pipe or piano/keyboard, 
teacher plays first phrase of song.  Students, 
using the Curwen hand signs, guess which hand 
sign it is (La) and which pitch is being played 
throughout (A). Those students sit in one group 
together.  Repeat for second phase (Sol = G). 
Solicit ideas from students on how to divide 
themselves up to play the third phrase (upper 
Do = high C, Ti = B, and La = A), and the fourth 
phrase (La = A, Ti = B, Sol = G, Mi = E, Fa = F). 
Post music chart of song, sing and perform 
these hand signs. 

Section E:   

Students read rhythmic notations posted on 
board.  Students identify ta, ti-ti, ta-a, tum. 
Divide students into small groups.  Given them 
the rhythm pattern written on sentence strips.  
Have them arrange them in order. Do a gallery 
walk. Discuss. 

Section F: 

Encourage them to come up with movements 
for the animals. Have students sing along with 
ukulele accompaniment and perform them.

Posters of 
Curwen 
hand signs 
OR handout 

Music chart 
of song 

Rhythmic 
notation 
sentence 
strips 

ukulele


